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REPORT 


NEW  YORK  CITY  SCHOOLS 
OPENED  TO  COMMUNISTS 


ia-ti-f  k*  *  ■  1 '  >  •’>  A 

nists  ,re  >«e  bold  meeting*  else- 
AlertaMM- Credits  Given  where  than  in  tax-supported  schools; 
Teachers  Who  Attend  al*o  ignoring  the  fad  that  Communism 

y:-y-n  is  no  mere  domestic  political  party  but 

lAJmmiimst.r  ront  Lectures  is  a  foreign  conspiracy  .to  overthrow 


is  no  mere  domestic  political  party  but 
is  a  foreign  conspiracy  .to  overthrow 
fVm&  ......  ■  .°V.  government  by  force. 

By  a  vote  of  five  to  two,  New  .YwK  _y After  •bo  vote,  the  Catholic  Way 

City’s  Board  of  Education  said  on  Oct.  Vrterans  and  others  demanded  a  sweep- 

28th  that  it  is  &  right  for  Communists  «g  faveuigrtion  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
to  hold  meetings  in  Public  School  build-  “oaky  Mayor  O’Dwyer.  National  Eco- 
ings.  It  {lid  so  in  defeating  a  resolu-  “0Mic  7°"“°“  has  lodged  strong  pro- 
tiph  ty  board,  member  George  A.  Tl-  .77**  ,  . 

mone  which  would  have  denied  all  Nasi,  “Al**tnxm  Credits”  Protested 
Faacist,'  Communist  and'  Communist-  NEC  ha*  also  protected  to  the  Board 
front  organisations  permission  to  uae  0f  Education  of  New  York  City  grant- 
achool  premise*.:. a  .f  :-i  l-.:; ..  fag  0f  “alertness  credits”  tocity-em- 

c:  Since  it  would  be  hard,  even  with  a  ployed  teachers  for  attending  lectures 


“Al**tness  Credits”  Protested 


fine-toothed  comb,  to  fiod  any.  Nasi 
or  Fascist  organisations,  the  vote  con¬ 
stituted  in  effect  full  authorisation,  to 
Communists  to  use  the  schools  for  meet¬ 
up.  )«l  ,ct#.fi<  ■  •■■■  ■ 

•  The  resolution  wiw  supported  by 
many  patriotic  and  civic  organisations. 
It  was  opposed  by  a  coalition  of  left- 
wing  and  •  pro-Comnnmist  ’groups. 
Among  those,  favoring  the  ban  were, 


given  by  the  “American  Rusaian  Insti¬ 
tute,”  widely  believed  a  Communist 
propaganda-front  In  a  strongly  worded 
’  letter  sent  Oct  27th  to  Andrew  G.  Clau¬ 
sen,  Jr.,  board  president  NEC  Presi¬ 
dent  Merwin  K.  Hart  wrote:  “We  .  .  . 
consider  granting  of  alertness  credit  to 
teachers  for  attending  lectures  of  a 
Communist  Propaganda  organisation 
as  a  very  grave  matter  indeed.”  The 


the  American .  Legion,  Catholic  ..Wgr  *«*tor  also  inquired  as  to  who  .  had 

if  .  J  Vf  #  rt  *  tvf  .....  a  I _ si r  


Veterans,  Veterans 


1  of  Foreign  Wars,  P**#ed  upon  the  granting  of  such 
is.  Teachers  Alliance  credits,'  and  what  action  the  board  pro- 


ew;  York  City,  the  Etks,  Hiher-  poaed  to  take. 


mans  and  Red  Men. 

Opposed  were  Manhattan  Commu¬ 
nist  city  council  member  Peter  V.  Cac- 
chione  (who  died  suddenly  Nov.  <Sth), 
who,  with  Michael  J.  Quill,  Eugene  P. 
Connolly  and  Stably  M.  Isaacs  repre¬ 
sented  the  “Progrijaive  .Citizens  of 
America”:  Americana  for  Democratic 
Action;  Teachers  Guild  j  Greater  N.  Y, 
CIO  Council;  American  Veterans,  Com- 


As  ACTION  REPORT  goes  to  press, 
no  reply  has  come  from  the  Board  of 
Education. 

What  You  Can  Do 
If  you  live  in  New  York  City,  express 
your  views  to  the  Board  of  Education, 
110  Livingston  St,  Brooklyn  2,  N.  Y. 
If  you  live  elsewhere,  inquire  whether 
similar  conditions  exist  in  your  schools. 
If  they  do  not,  commend  those  in 


mittee;  International  Workers  Order;  charge.  If  they  do,  get  others  to  join 
American  Youth  for  Democracy;  United  >ritii  you  in  »«U^g  Qdjaa 
Public  Workers,  CIO,  and  othm*  >'  Communists  and  their  friends  work 

The  hoard  decided  the  issue  on  the  so  quietly  that  you  cannot  Be  sure  what 
asserted  ground  of  maintaining  free  they  are  doing  in  your  schools  unless 
speech,  ignoring  the  fact  that  Commit;  you  take  the  trouble  to  futd  out. 


LEFTISTS  DEFEND 
TARSHI5  BOOK 

Smear-Sheet  “In  Fact” 
Attack*  NEC 

If  alert  observers  were  awaiting  left- 
wing  reaction  to  the  NEC- exposure  of 
The  Elements  of  Economics,  by  Lorie 
Tarshia,  they  got  their  answer  at  the 
turn  of  the  month  in  the  weekly  smear 
sheet  called  In  Foot,  edited  by  fellow- 
traveler  George  Seldes.  For  the  real 
character  of  that  sheet,  refer  to  the  re¬ 
formed  ex-Communist  editor,  Louis 
Bodenx,  who  has  testified  that  Seldes 
was  offered  the  editorship  of  the  Com¬ 
munist  official  organ,  the  Daily  Worker. 
Seldes  follows  the  Communist  line  in 
dubbing  all  anti-communists  as  “fas¬ 
cists.”  Said  In  Fact  for  Oct.  27th: 

“That  great  guardian  of  democracy, 
Merwin  K.  Hart,  Franco  apologist  and 
founder  of  the  native  fascist  Natl  Eco¬ 
nomic  Council,  objected  to  a  college 
text,  The  Elements  of  Economics’  by 
Prof.  Lorie  Tarthis  of  Stanford  Unlv, 
published  by  Houghton,  Mifflin  Co.  It 
bears  not  only  a  ’communist  taint,’  Hart 
•aid,  but  is  also  ‘Keynesian  1’  The  re¬ 
sult:  it  has  been  banned  from  several 
colleges  and  also  by  the  Coast  Guard 
Academy  at  New  London,  Conn.” 

Seldes  complains  bitterly  against  the 
influences  he  claims  have  prevented 
publication  of  two  books  he  favors. 
One  is  a  book  on  “native  fascism,”  by 
0.  John  Rogge,  former  assistant  Attor¬ 
ney  General,  prosecutor  in  the  so- 
called  “sedition  trial.’  Last  year  he 
was  fired  suddenly  by  Attorney  General 
Clark.  Since  then  be  has  blossomed 
out  as  lawyer  for  In  Fact  and  for  the 
Joint  Anti-Fascist  Refugee  Committee,” 
a  Communist  front  whose  officers  were 
recently  convicted  of  contempt  of 
Congress. 

What  You  Can  Do 

Find  oat  if  schools  in  your  town  are 
using  In  Fact  as  source  material  for  stu¬ 
dents,  under  the  mistaken  impression 
that  it  is  an  impartial,  news  letter. 


BIRKHEAD  ASKS 
FEDERAL  BUREAU 
OF  PROPAGANDA 

L.  M.  Birkhead,  executive  secretary 
and  riwu  t  sparkplug  of  “Frirada  of 
Demcr,  --.y”  whose  publications  hove 
long  called  patriotic  Americans  “native 
fascists,”  has  now  come  up  with  a  pro¬ 
posal  which  would  be  acceptable  either 
to  real  fascists  or  to  communists,  but 
hardly  to  real  Americans.  He  advocates 
establishment  of  a  vast  federal  propa¬ 
ganda  organization.  Representing  him¬ 
self  as  taking  the  middle  of  the  road 
between  Communism  and  Fascism,  he 
said  in  The  Christian  Register ,  for 
September: 

“A  short  time  ago,  I  wrote  Fresident 
Truman  urging  that  the  Chief  Execu¬ 
tive  propose  the  establishment  of  an 
effective,  democratic  Information  and 
Propaganda  Department  within  the  gov¬ 
ernment  to  combat  and  counteract  the 
propaganda  efforts  of  the  extremists. 

Though  admitting  that  “propaganda 
can  be  the  tricky,  dangerous  instrument 
of  evil,”  Birkhcad  envisaged  a  Federal 
propaganda  agency  which  would  sell  its 
brand  of  ‘  democracy”  to  the  American 
people  “with  hundreds  of  millions  an¬ 
nually  at  its  disposal.”  He  said  that 
“Private  Enterprise  today  is  performing 
the  task  in  a  necessarily  limited  way. 

If  America  is  to  take  this  long  step 
toward  totalitarianism  in  the  name  of 
“democracy,”  observers  were  quick  to 
point  out,  we  shall  need  an  American 
Joe  Goebbels  to  head  it  up.  And  who 
could  fill  the  job  better,  they  asked, 
than  the  author  of  the  Great  Proposal 
himself? 

What  You  Car  Do 

Write  President  Truman  yourself, 
telling  him  what  you  think  of  the  pro¬ 
posal  to  ape  Nazi  Germany  and  Com¬ 
munist  Russia  by  establishing  an  “In¬ 
formation  and  Propaganda  Department 
within  the  government.” 


Stncuvc  6k  tic  TOind, .  .  . 

•  ’  .  • 

What  is  behind  the  announcement  that  the  American  Communist  Party  will  not 
formally  affiliate  with  the  the  new  “Cominform” — the  out-from-hiding  Comintern 
— recently  announced  by  the  Communist  parties  of  Europe?  No  informed  person 
imagine,  that  it  indicates  any  independence  among  American  Communists,  whose 
every  move  is'  dictated  from  Moscow.  Perhaps  the  clearest  explanation  is  given 
by  Columnist  Dorothy  Thompson. 


The  role  of  American  Communists,  she  says,  must  be  different  from  that  of 
European  Communists.  In  Europe  they  can  boast  of  their  strength,  and  promise 
rewards  for  cooperation  with  Russia.  In  America,  however,  they  must  aid  the 
Soviet  strategy  of  weakening  America  within,  and  this  depends  upon  the  public 
being  unaware  of  their  strength.  “The  American  Communists,”  says  Miss  Thomp¬ 
son,  ‘‘can  only  attempt  to  conceal  their  role  of  reducing  the  world’s  premier 
power  to  helpless  impotence.  Therefore,  while  other  Communist  parties  boast 
of  their  power,  the  American  Communist  Party  must  appear  as  a  weak,  helpless 
victim  of  ‘fascism,’  ‘hysteria,’  and  ‘witch  hunting.’  ” 


( 


The  "Society  for  the  Prevention  of  World  War  III,  Inc.”  furnishes  an  interest¬ 
ing  example  of  left-of-center  strategy.  While  there  is  no  available  evidence  what¬ 
soever  that  this  strategy  stems  from  Moscow,  yet  nothing  in  the  Society’s  propa¬ 
ganda  would  tend  to  make  any  member  of  the  Soviet  Politburo  unhappy.  The 
thesis:  V/orld  War  III,  if  it  comes,  will  be  with  Germany  (any  Russian  danger  is 
simply  ignored).  Therefore  Germany  must  be  kept  prostrate,  a  la  the  Morgen- 
thau  Plan.  According  to  its  plhtfonn  (first  adopted  in  Feb.  1945).  “East  Prussia, 
Bileaia,  the  Ruhr,  the  Rhineland  and  the  Saar  shall  be  permanently  separated  from 
Germany.  ...  No  heavy  industry  shall  be  permitted  to  remain  in  Germany  nor  in 
German  ownership.  .  .  .”  Among  its  sponsors  are,  the  Rev.  Henry  A.  Atkinson, 
the  Rev.  L.  M.  Birkhcad,  Louis  Bromfield,  Jo  Davidson,  Allan  Nevins,  Quentin 
Reynold*,  William  Jay  Schieffelin,  Robert  St.  John,  Lisa  Sergio,  the  Rev.  Guy 

Emery  Shipler,  Rex  Stout,  Darryl  F.  Zeanch,  Walter  Wanger  and  Bartley  Crum. 

■ 

Recently  the  New  York  Court  of  Appeals  (the  State's  highest  court)  handed 
down  an  opinion  which  in  effect  declares  that  iw-is  defamatory  to  call  anyone  a 
Communist  or  even  to  say  that  he  has  Communist  leanings.  Truth,  of  course, 
would  be  a  good  defense  if  libel  were  charged.  ...  A  number  of  years  ago  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court,  speaking  through  Justice  Frankfurter,  said  that  to 
call  a  man  a  Fascist  was  not  defamatory  in  itself,  but  simply  a  part  of  the  ordinary 
give  and  take  of  modern  politics.  .  .  .  Do  our  courts  take  one  position  about  the 

charge  of  Communism  and  another  to-  _ '  "  •  ■ 

ward  the  charge  of  Fascism?  _  „  . ,  ,  -  ,  - 

6  Do  You  Nood  •  Speaker? 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  war  in  NEC  has  established  a  Speakers' 

1939,  the  USA  has  given,  net,  to  for-  mM’^md'w^n'^hll’iihoroa^hrvm! 
eign  countries,  $58306,741335.  Of  demand  the  economic  sad  social 

this  sum,  Soviet  Russia  received  a  mere  xbeT  ai^aTaltShi^to^acrTlc^c^^ 

*11,681,393,782.  It  ha,  paid  back,  in 

“reverse  lend-Iease,”  a  total  of  $2,-  and  oollcae  groups,  and  similar  gatk- 
219,000.  This  is  $1  returned  for  every  3TK 

*5310  sent  .  .  .  The  nearly  twelve  fail-  of  year  meeting,  to:  NEC  Speakers 

„  ,  ,  _ .  .  _ .  Bureau,  7501  Empire  State  Bldg., 

lions  can  be  permanently  entered  in  red  New  Yeah  1,  N.  Y. 

ink-  .  .  .  : 


